The voice of Ireland’s farming industry

Minister scraps
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Minister for Agriculture Char-
lie McConalogue has moved to
intervene in the straw market,
by suspending the Straw Incor-
poration Scheme for 2024 due
to fodder concerns.

The news comes as harvest
2024 kicks off in earnest, with
some farmers already chop-
ping straw under the scheme
the minister plans to suspend.

“Last winter, depleted na-
tional reserves of straw and
resulted in very little availa-
bility in the early months of
this year.
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“Atpresent, although growth
is improving, the indications
are that fodder is still behind
where we would like it to be.

“While I appreciate that
tillage farmers may be disap-
pointed by this move, there is
avery strong market for straw
this year due to the shortage
and the need to replenish sup-

g TN

plies,” he said.

The minister urged livestock
farmers to secure straw and
fodder supplies for the winter.

Tillage farmers have reacted
furiously to the shock devel-
opment. The scheme is worth
amaximum of €10,000 to an
individual tillage farmer.

IFA grain chair Kieran McE-
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voy said tillage farmers will be
very disillusioned at the move,
while Bobby Miller, Irish Grain
Growers Group chair, said
farmers were “shocked and
disgusted”.
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Padraig Connery chopped his winter barley straw on Tuesday night in Clashmore, Co Waterford, just hours before Minister for Agriculture Charlie
h for this year. The move could cost Connery €7,500. \ Patrick Browne

McConalogue announced that he was king to the
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